
ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION RELATED TO VOTING BY E-MAIL

Societies Act & Regs.– say nothing on the topic of email votes but requires closer scrutiny comparing votes related to bylaw amendments with votes of another nature

Nathan's Company Meetings, 7th ed. (2007) and it had nothing to offer on email votes.

Wainberg's Society Meetings Including Rules of Order 2nd ed. (2001) p. 142 says:

Rule 22.11 Telephone or Electronics


If permitted by the constitution, a vote may be recorded by telephone, facsimile, e-mail, or other electronic means.


It is the responsibility of the Chair to ensure that the sender of the vote (by telephone, facsimile or e-mail) or the speaker on the telephone is a member entitled to vote.  For this purpose the Chair may enlist the assistance of scrutineers to assist him or her in the verification.  Such verification may be done by telephone or any other reliable medium.

Roberts Rules of Order on the Internet says nothing about email votes but says the following about traditional mail votes: http://www.bartleby.com/176/pages/page199.html
If an amendment to the by-laws is to be voted on by mail, a printed copy of the proposed amendment is mailed to every member, with the words “yes” and “no” printed underneath, or on a separate slip, with directions to cross out one of them, and return in the enclosed envelope, upon which should be printed the words, “Ballot for Amendment to Constitution.” This envelope should usually have the signature of the voter on it, and be sealed and enclosed in another one addressed to the secretary, or to the chairman of the tellers, so that the inner envelope will not be opened except by the tellers when the votes are counted. 
Business Corporations in Canada: Legal and Practical Aspects, by Martel, LL current to 2008 Rel-2, Ch.29 1B(v)(f) Electronic voting says

(paraphrasing) they must be gathered in a manner that permits their subsequent verification and permits the tallied votes to be presented anonymously (re corporate shareholders though)

What other titles are relevant to consult?

Questions we need to address:

1. if voting by email, will another person need to confirm the vote was sent by the member, e.g. verified by telephone? or by the honor system?
2. will the email vote be handed in prior to the meeting at which the vote is to take place?
3. when should the electronic vote take place? prior to the meeting? after? don’t think that can work…votes seem to be finalized once they are voted on by present people
4. how much time prior to a meeting should the secretary-treasurer send the written  to vote to the member to read, prior to voting on it ; and how much advance warning should the member give the secretary-treasurer that he/she intends to vote by email?
5. will the wording of the amendment supplied to the voter say it is to be voted on “as written or amended” in case it gets amended at the meeting?
6. what else needs to be considered?

