
Edmonton Law Libraries Association

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting (2010-2011)

June 29, 2011
Attended by 27 members and 1 guest.

Chair: Andrea Zielinski

Secretary: Davyd Atwood

Meeting called to order at 12:08 PM

REPORT from the President (Andrea Zielinski)


This year brings to a close my two years as Chair of the Edmonton Law Libraries Association. I want to thank the members of the executive committee for an outstanding two years and it was a great pleasure working with you. We hope that we have brought to the members some informative and interesting sessions as well as some enjoyable social events – the annual Christmas party and the anniversary party. 

 In October of 2010 - I spoke to the McEwan University  1st. year library students about ELLA and all that joining an association has to offer and in December our Christmas party was well attended at Sorrentinos . The anniversary party at the Westin was a very enjoyable evening for the members of ELLA as well as the executive. 
On behalf of the executive and myself we hope that you have enjoyed the last two years and we hope that we have brought you sessions that were interesting and informative!

REPORT from the Treasurer (Davyd Atwood)


-See attached Financial Statement


On attempting to file the Audited 2009/2010 Financial Statements, Service Alberta informed me that we had to have the audited statements passed by the membership.  Our past practice of passing preliminary statements, completing the audit, and then filing, was not correct.  Therefore, the final, Audited statements for 2009/2010 are presented for your review.


The unaudited statements for 2010/2011 are included for you information; these will have to be voted upon next year, after the books are closed on August 31st and then audited. On the face of it, ELLA has taken in $6, 670 and spent $6, 582, for a net increase of about $90, including the transfer of $3,000 from the Headstart account into general spending.  Headstart itself spent $4, 505 (including the transfer) and brought in $2, 310, for a net expenditure of $2, 295.  Overall, the two accounts combined spent a net of about $2, 200.

Significant expenditures include ELLA sponsoring the SLIS Professional Development Day for $100.00 and donating $1, 000 to the Canadian Association of Law Libraries Conference 2011 as per the motion passed last AGM; and the 30th Anniversary party, which cost about $1, 750.  Our net expenditures can be seen to have been from one-time events; there seems to be no issue with overall income. 

Final balances are about $1, 850 in the general account and $5, 350 in the Headstart account.

REPORT from the Webmaster (Sylvia Martin)
In January, we renewed our domain registration for 1 year, which included free basic hosting.
In March, DotEasy migrated us to a new server; which went fairly smoothly. A week later we received notification that we would soon start exceeding our monthly traffic allowance quota, so the executive decided to start paying for the next level up of hosting, which is $120 Can for 1 year and included a free storage upgrade.  That led to a few changes in how the files uploaded, but otherwise seems to be similar. We now have a new renewal date of end of February, instead of end of January.

Amber McIver is appointed by the Chair to serve as Webmaster for 2011/2012.

REPORT from the HeadStart Chair (Chris Miller)

This has been my second year on the HeadStart Planning Committee and my first as chair. The committee started meeting in January of this year, and had everything ready for the June 16 and 17 HeadStart sessions in Courtroom B-201 and the Court House Library. There were 37 participants, 17 sessions and 13 presenters at HeadStart this year.

Feedback from the students has been positive. A quick count of the evaluation forms shows that, out of 35 responses, 15 people rated HeadStart as excellent, 19 rated it as good, only one person rated it as fair and no one rated it as poor. Anecdotally, I know that people got a lot of valuable training from it. During the hands on sessions, for example, the questions students asked made it was clear that few of them had ever traced legislative history, used the Gazettes or knew the difference between the Civil Procedure Encyclopedia and Fradsham’s Annotated Rules of Court. Clearly, these are important tools of the trade in law, and I don’t think I need to elaborate on the importance of introducing students to them. The comments we received make it clear that the value of HeadStart isn’t lost on the students. Comments from the evaluation forms include:

“Very good program. I learned a lot. Good commitment of time.”

The speakers were … “passionate and helpful and inspiring. I learned a lot – it was practical and useful.”

“Very helpful refresher. Ideal just before articling!”

“Super awesome! Thanks so much! (”

One student even made a point of finding me after the last session ended, so she could thank me for HeadStart, and tell me that it was an excellent program and that she really appreciated it.

Students also offered some suggestions for improvement. Generally, they asked for more hands on sessions. In particular, there were comments asking for more time working with the resources that students will use during their articles, and requests for smaller groups devoting more time to working with legislative materials.


We lost a number of presenters due to other commitments and people seeking other challenges, but we also had a number of people step up to and contribute to the success of this year’s program. My thanks go out to Terry Romaniuk, Heather Innes, Lisa Shamchuk, Ana San Miguel, Anke Eastwood, Susan Frame and Sylvia Martin.

I owe a great deal of thanks to the members of the planning committee: Christine Press, Shaunna Mireau, and Andrea Zielinski for all their hard work. Without them, I’m quite certain my year as HeadStart chair would have been a disaster. Fortunately, thanks to the contributions of them and everyone else involved, it was a success and has given a new crop of students a head start on their careers.

REPORT from the Member-at-Large (Josette McEachern)


Besides holding the 30th Anniversary Celebration, the Anniversary committee pulled out key moments from the archives.  Christine Press then assembled these into a narrative, which will be posted on the Website.


32 Members RSVP’d for the Anniversary Celebration, though actual attendance was much lower – likely due to poor weather.  Several former members were in attendance, and the celebration can be generally considered a success.


Josette extends her formal thanks to the outgoing Executive.

REQUEST made for a volunteer to audit the books; Rick Leech accepts the task, on condition that it be his final year.  Jane Symons agrees to job-shadow the audit in order to do it in 2011/2012.
DISCUSSION as to what ELLA might do to support the Slave Lake Library, including comments as to GELA’s possible plans and speculation for support other than simple monetary donation.

MOTION by Shauna Mireau:


That ELLA support the Slave Lake Public Library with a donation of $500

Seconded by Marty Clarke

No opposed votes; motion carried by acclamation.

DISCUSSION of the fact that no volunteers for the 2011/2012 – 2012/2013 executive have stepped forward.  Christine Press has volunteered to serve as Member-at-Large; Amber McIver has volunteered to serve as Webmaster.  In light of the recent winding up of the CBA Research Group, and in order to avoid a similar fate for ELLA, Andrea Zielinski agrees to serve a second term as President/Chair.  Laura Lemmens volunteers to serve as Secretary/Treasurer.

As only one candidate is standing in each position, no election need be held.


It is observed that more efforts need to be made to get “new blood” involved in ELLA.

DISCUSSION that there is little incentive for a Student to purchase a membership at this point; the Executive has all ready decided on its own authority to charge Students the member price for events whether they are members or not.  Charging Students for memberships only has the effect of excluding them from the AGM and the Christmas Party, which are the events that would be most useful for recruiting to ELLA.  Removing the fee would bring ELLA in line with CLLG, and cost less than $50 per year.


It was clarified that Students would still be expected to pay the Member’s fee to attend an event; they would simply be allowed to become members without paying an additional annual fee.
MOTION by Davyd Atwood

That the fee for a Student Membership be reduced to $0 per year.

Seconded by Rick Leech.


No opposed votes, motion carried by acclamation.
MOTION by Rick Leech


That the ELLA Executive be thanked for their work, for the events of the past year, and for the free food.


Not Seconded.  Motion not formally carried but proposal met with general approval.

REQUEST made for any ideas for speakers or topics for the coming year be forwarded to the incoming executive.

MOTION TO ADJOURN by Marty Clarke.

Meeting adjourned at 12:49 PM.
AGENDA

REPORT FROM THE CHAIR
REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY – TREASURER

REPORT FROM WEB-MASTER 

REPORTS FROM CHAIR OF HEADSTART
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DONATION TO REBUILD SLAVE LAKE PUBLIC LIBRARY

ELECTIONS

REMOVING THE MEMBERSHIP FEE FOR LIBRARY STUDENTS
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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR ACCOUNT 8237-856 (GENERAL ACCOUNT) FOR THE PERIOD SEPTEMBER 1, 2010 – JUNE 23, 2011
REVENUE:

	Balance as of September 1, 2010
	
	
	$1, 754.44

	
	
	
	

	Membership Fees
	$1,175.00
	
	

	Attendance Fees (Members)
	$780.00
	
	

	Attendance Fees (Non-Members)
	$115.00
	
	

	Bank Interest
	$.11
	
	

	Sponsorships/Reimbursements
	$1,600.50
	
	

	Funds Transferred from Headstart Account
	$3,000.00
	
	

	Total Revenue
	$6,670.61
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total available:
	
	
	$8, 425.05

	
	
	
	


EXPENDITURES:

	Catering (events)
	$4, 973.30
	
	

	Post Office Box/Admin/Other
	$366.66
	
	

	Speaker Gifts
	$142.33
	
	

	Donation (SLIS Annual Conference)
	$100.00
	
	

	Donation (CALL Conference)
	$1, 000.00
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Expenditures
	$6, 582.29
	
	$6, 582.29

	
	
	
	

	BALANCE:
	
	
	$1, 842.76

	
	
	
	


STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR ACCOUNT 8258-462 (FINDING THE LAW) FOR THE PERIOD SEPTEMBER 1, 2010 – JUNE 23, 2011
REVENUE:

	Balance as of September 1, 2010
	
	
	$7, 441.68

	
	
	
	

	Registration Fees
	$2, 310.00
	
	

	Bank Interest
	$0.47
	
	

	Total Revenue
	$2, 310.47
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total available:
	
	
	$9, 752.15

	
	
	
	


EXPENDITURES:

	Transfer Funds to General Account
	$3, 000.00
	
	

	Speaker Gifts
	$156.65
	
	

	Food & Catering
	$1, 410.13
	
	

	Administrative/Other
	$29.71
	
	

	Advertising
	$8.57
	
	

	Total Expenditures
	$4, 605.06
	
	$4, 605.06

	
	
	
	

	BALANCE:
	
	
	$5, 366.29

	
	
	
	



