EDMONTON LAW LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
June 26, 2008, Riverside Bistro at the Courtyard by Marriott 
Meeting, chaired by Josette McEachern, called to order at 12:10 PM.  19 members in attendance. 

REPORTS
1. Report from the Chair
Submitted by Josette McEachern

- ELLA rented a post office box in Shoppers’ Drug Mart at Edmonton City Centre because we didn’t have a mailing address and wanted to create a consistency in the transition of correspondence when executive members change

- Thomson International hosted a luncheon

-discussed interlibrary loans in law firm libraries, issues, preferences using LSL, NEOS, RELAIS

-Kirsten Wurmann and GELA organized a tour of the women’s prison and coordinated a book drive to help stock it.  The Queen’s Printer very generously donated a set of the RSA 2000 to the prison library

-Christmas lunch was held at Miller Thomson

-Power Invoice session (too basic)

-Demystifying Statistics from the Education Institute, viewed via web-conference

-Wikis for law libraries

-Brought in the film “The Hollywood Librarian”

2. Report from the Secretary/Treasurer 

Submitted by Christine Press
-financial statements for ‘05-‘06 and ‘06-‘07 were audited and filed with Corporate Services.  Financial statement up to June 25, 2008 is provided

-ELLA made several purchases this year from the general account, including a platform truck, and two years’ web hosting service.  Also, ELLA sponsored the U of A’s School of Library and Information Studies’s Professional Development day for $100.00
-Headstart earned a profit again this year, due in part to the generous sponsorship received
Rick Leech asked why the catering expenditure was significantly higher in 2005-2006 than in the years following.   Marlice Schmidt stated that it was because no meals were sponsored that year, unlike in subsequent years where some meals were sponsored.
Rick suggested that surplus funds be used for donation (to CALL conference for example) or be used to sponsor an ELLA member to attend CALL conference or similar.  Josette said this will be looked into before the next meeting.
3. Report from the Member at Large, Marlice Schmidt
Nothing to report

4. Report from the Web-Master
Submitted by Shaunna Mireau

ELLA Website 2007-2008

The website was mostly regularly updated.  A procedures manual is being developed.

The biggest addition to our electronic presence is the new ELLA Blog which has received positive comments from the library community.

I am happy to continue updating it though if someone is interested in learning FrontPage or web design, I am more than happy to share the work.

5. Report re Headstart 2008
Submitted by Shaunna Mireau

Head Start 2008 was held at the Alberta Law Society Library/ Courtroom B201 this year on June 19 and 20.  Based on the evaluation forms it was very successful.  22 out of 24 articling students would recommend the course (the other 2 would maybe recommend it – one of these was a Calgary student who said it was most useful to Edmonton students.

The committee worked very hard this year.  Thank you very much to Andrea Zielinski, Christine Press, Josette McEachern, and Judy Oberg who volunteered a lot of time to make HS 2008 work.

The format of the program changed this year to not include hands on lab work, which there were very few negative comments about.  The consensus is that the library time is extremely valuable and the students need more of it.

- Shaunna agreed to have preliminary discussions with LESA regarding their possible involvement in Headstart, and report back in the fall.
BUSINESS
1. Suggestions for the fall programming schedule 

-Josette McEachern: New Resource Description and Access (RDA) standard from International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) that will replace AACR2 rules in early 2009
- Please email any program ideas or speaker suggestions to Josette
2. Audit
- A volunteer is needed to audit the books before the end of September.  Please contact Christine. 

