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Special Resolution No. 1)
 

Special Resolution No. 1 proposes to repeal and replace section I) B) Rights and Responsibilities of Members by changing the definition of Affiliate Members. 

Currently the bylaw reads:
 

I Membership
    B Rights and Responsibilities of Members
 

    The membership of the Association shall consist of:
 

        Active individual members: Any person resident or employed in Edmonton and area who is officially connected with a law library, legislative library, or  law or law-related book collection, shall be eligible for active individual membership.  Active members shall be entitled to receive notification of upcoming meetings, may attend all meetings of the Association  may vote on association business and may hold office.
 

    Affiliate members: These shall be of two types:
 

    i) Affiliate I:  Any person resident in Alberta but not actively engaged in law library work shall be eligible for Affiliate I membership.  Affiliate I members shall be entitled to receive notification of upcoming meetings and may attend all meetings of the Association.  Affiliate I members may not vote on association business, and may not hold office.
 

    ii) Affiliate II:  Any law library, legislative library, library with a law or law-related book collection or legal publisher, shall be eligible for Affiliate II membership and may designate one staff member to represent it.  Any change in such designation shall be reported to the Secretary-Treasurer.  Affiliate II members, represented by one designate, shall be entitled to receive notification of upcoming meetings, may attend all meetings of the Association, may vote on association business, and may hold office.
Purpose of the amendment:
The description of these two types of members is not always clear.  Affiliate II membership  also  seems to be meaningless because in reality, legal publisher representatives apply  for membership as individuals, rather than as a company appointing a representative.  
Furthermore, there is an inconsistency between the two definitions in that, Affiliate I membership disallows voting privileges and the right to hold office to members not working in a law library but allows it for a different group of people, not working in a law library, e.g. legal publishers.   It also seems highly inappropriate and a conflict of interest for a group of law librarians to potentially allow for the executive to be members of the publishing industry.
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Amendment: 
 

The current section B) Rights and Responsibilities of Members shall be repealed and replaced with the following:  
 

B Rights and Responsibilities of Members
 

    The membership of the Association shall consist of:
 

        Active individual members: Any person resident or employed in Edmonton and area who is officially connected with a law library, legislative library, or  law-related book collection, shall be eligible for active individual membership.  Active members shall be entitled to receive notification of upcoming meetings, may attend all meetings of the Association, may vote on association business and may hold office.
 

    Affiliate members:   Any person resident in Alberta but not actively engaged in law library work, or any law library, legislative library, library with a law-related book collection or legal publisher, shall be eligible for Affiliate membership.   A library or legal publisher applying for affiliate membership may designate one staff member to represent it.  Any change in such designation shall be reported to the Secretary-Treasurer.  Affiliate members shall be entitled to receive notification of upcoming meetings and may attend all meetings of the Association.  Affiliate members may not vote on association business, and may not hold office.
 

 


